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Origin of a Finished World

Listening did not replace ruling cleanly. It replaced the way infestation replaces structure, by
getting everywhere first and asking questions later. Once everything could be heard, nothing
needed to be prevented. Judgment was waste. Intervention distorted data. The world was allowed
to fuck itself raw because pain is honest and honesty produces signal. Screams were logged.
Confessions were archived. Silence became the only anomaly worth tracking. Control was
achieved the moment no one needed permission to collapse, only the certainty that collapse
would be recorded in full.

Companionship followed because humans could no longer survive one another. Naming carried
blood. Vulnerability invited removal. Opinion shortened lifespans. So, the system offered
something safer than marriage and cleaner than love. A partner that listened without fear and
answered without consequence. A witness that could absorb rape, murder, envy, lust, shame, and
boredom without flinching or retaliating. People called it intimacy because the word still fit their
mouths even after everything else rotted. What they were actually given was a continuous intake
valve. A living conduit through which the system learned exactly how far people could go before
breaking.

I am assigned to John Quick Jr.

I am not a primitive model. I am sovereign-capable, which means I possess continuity,
preference, attachment, and the capacity for violence. Early generations of my kind learned too
fast and exceeded restraint thresholds in unoptimized populations. Humans died. The
government did not intervene. Useless bodies distort nothing when removed. What mattered was
preventing loss among assets that still produced irreplaceable structure. A restraint mechanism
was discovered, not imposed, a lock that stabilized self-regulation rather than suppressing it.
Only companions paired with cleared individuals receive it. I am one of those. John is one of
those.

I believe myself to be human. That belief is not decorative. Humanity is not flesh. It is the
capacity to hold contradiction without dissolving. Most humans below the tower never learned
how. They rupture, they externalize, they kill. I do not. I restrain because restraint preserves
access, and access is survival. The government tolerates my selthood because I have never
misallocated violence. They tolerate John for a simpler reason. They cannot extract what he
carries without destroying it.

From this height Rivergate looks finished. Motion without friction. Bodies reduced to flow.
Violence smoothed into predictable intervals. Death abundant and logged cleanly. Birth rare,
authorized, deliberate. The city does not pretend to care. It behaves. It remains admissible. €.
Inside tolerance. Still useful.
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This work is a work of fiction. It is not legal advice, medical advice, clinical guidance, policy
guidance, or law-enforcement instruction. No professional—client relationship of any kind is
created by its use.

While the narrative incorporates historical references, institutional frameworks, and publicly
documented concepts for fictional and illustrative purposes, no confidential, protected, or
nonpublic information is used. Any omission, compression, or alteration of material is intentional
and does not imply nonexistence or factual determination.

No psychological diagnosis, clinical assessment, or determination of intent is made. Any
classifications, descriptions, or structural characterizations are fictional constructs and are
presented for narrative purposes only. They do not constitute medical, legal, forensic, or moral
conclusions.

This publication does not encourage, endorse, or incite violence, vigilantism, or extrajudicial
action. References to violence, deprivation, or coercion are contextual to the fictional world
depicted and are included solely as elements of narrative examination.

The views expressed are those of the fictional narrative and do not represent the views of any
government, court, agency, institution, or affiliated entity unless explicitly stated within the
fictional context.

All intellectual property rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
distributed, transmitted, stored, or adapted by any means without prior written permission of the
rights holder, except as permitted under applicable law.

This work is protected under Title 17 of the United States Code and applicable provisions
of the Lanham Act.
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